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' Now, (said he,) almost all these apply exactly to an au-thour: all these are the concomitants of a printing-house.' I proposed to him to dictate an essay on it, and offered to write it. He said, he would not do it then, but perhaps would write it at some future period.
The Sunday evening that we sat by ourselves at Aberdeen, I asked him several particulars of his life, from his early years, which he readily told me; and I wrote them down before him. This day I proceeded in my inquiries, also writing them in his presence. I have them on detached sheets. I shall collect authentick materials for THE LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D.; and, if I survive him, I shall be one who will most faithfully do honour to his memory. I have now a vast treasure of his conversation, at different times, since the year 1762', when I first obtained his acquaintance ; and, by assiduous inquiry, I can make up for not knowing him sooner2.
A Newcastle ship-master, who happened to be in the house, intruded himself upon us. He was much in liquor, and talked nonsense about his being a man for Wilkcs and
And pale diseases, and repining age; Want, fear, and famine's unresisted rage; Here toils and death, and death's half-brother, sleep, Forms terrible to view their sentry keep.'
Dryden, sEneid, vi. 273. BOSWELL. Voltaire, in his Essay Sur les inconvdnicns attaches a la Littfratnrc (Works, xliii. 173), says:—' En-fin, apres un an de refus et de negotiations, votre ouvrage s'imprime; c'est alors qu'il faut ou assoupir les Cerbercs de la litterature ou les faire aboycr en votre faveur.' He therefore carries on the resemblance one step further,—
'Cerberus haec ingens latratu regna trifauci Personal.'                                            JEncid, vi. 417.
1 It was in 1763 that Boswell made Johnson's acquaintance.   Ante,
'• 453-
1 It is no small satisfaction to me to reflect, that Dr. Johnson read this, and, after being apprized of my intention, communicated to me, at subsequent periods, many particulars of his life, which probably could not otherwise have been preserved. BOSWELL. See ante, i. 3°-
Liberty^iincriiig (ed. 1860, iii. 138), describes 'Miss Bertram's solicitude to soothe and accommodate her parent.' See ante, iv. 46, note i, for ' accomtnodatcd the ladies.' To sum up, we may say with Justice Shallow :—' Accommodated ! it comes of accommodo; very good; a good phrase.' 2 Henry IV, act iii. sc. 2.
